FIRST   BATTLE   OF   BULL   RUN                          47
told her he had already written to the General, who knew the Administra-
tion's wishes. She said Fremont thought it would be well if Air. Lincoln
explained personally his ideas and desires, for *die General feels he is at the
great disadvantage of being perhaps opposed by people in whom you have
every confidence*.
Lincoln seemed a little startled and asked: 'What do you mean? Persons
of different views?' Whereupon Mrs. Fremont began talking about the
difficulty of conquering by arms alone; England and the wide world would
welcome a blow struck against slavery. She thought there was *a sneering
tone* in the President's voice as he remarked: "You are quite a female
politician/
She had a caller the next day in the elder Frank Blair, an old friend of the
Benton family and chief manipulator in 1856 of Fremont's nomination for
President He was sorry for her* wagged his head. "Who would have
expected you to do such a tiling as this, to come here and find fault with the
President? Look what you have done for Fremont; you have made the
President his enemy.' His information was that Lincoln had received a letter
from Frank Blair at St. Louis bringing charges against Fremont and that
Postmaster-General Montgomery Blair had been sent to St. Louis to make an
examination.
She now wrote a letter to Lincoln asking for a copy of die charges against
her husband. The President replied: 'It is not exactly correct, as you say
you were told by the elder Mr, Blair, to say that I sent Postmaster-General
Blair to St. Louis to examine into that department and report. Postmaster-
General Blair did go, with my approbation, to see and converse with General
Fremont as a friend. I do not feel authorized to furnish you with copies of
letters in my possession without the consent of the writers. No impression
has been made on my mind against the honour or integrity of General
Fremont, and I now eater my protest against being understood as acting in
any hostility toward him/ And Jessie Benton Fremont returned to St. Louis
with contempt for Lincoln, hate for the Blairs, and a sharper eye for con-
spirators against her husband.
Some degree of her personal influence was indicated when Albert D.
Richardson of the New York Tribune once wrote: 'In a lifetime one meets
not more than four or five great conversationalists. Jessie Benton Fremont
is among the felicitous few, if not queen of them all.*
When Lincoln spoke to Hay and others at a later time of his interview
with Jessie Fremont, he said Frank and Montgomery Blair in the beginning
had full and confidential relations with Fremont, thinking he would accom-
plish great things. *At last the tone of Frank's letters changed. They were
pervaded with a tone of sincere sorrow, and of fear that Fremont would fail.